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How captive chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) deal with vending machines
-Much negotiation, but no saving for the future-
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Abstract

Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) at the Tama Zoological Park use coins to obtain drinks from the vending
machine and also use a recycling machine to obtain more coins. Coins are distributed by the zookeeper on a
random base. The strongest male tend to be around when they are handed and drink the first can and then use
the recycling machine until the machine is empty (5 cans are stored). Older female which is not capable of using
the machine sometimes grabs the can when younger ones insert the coin. Clever and swift female sometimes get
the chance to drink as well as a young female favored by the strong male is allowed to use the machine. The coin
functions as a strong token while the juice is available, but once the machine is empty, all of them lose interest in
the coin. They don't hide it or take back to their sleeping area for the next day. There is a distinct difference
between humans and chimpanzees when it comes to planning for the future.
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