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Enactment of The Anti-Monopoly Act and
Department Store Law
— Understanding the Process of Developing
Japanese-style Retail Commercial Policy (1) —

Hiroyuki Bamba

This series of studies explains how Japanese-style
retail commercial policy was developed. In order to
do so, this thesis examines the relationship between
the Anti-Monopoly Act and the Department Store
Law. It also considers how the birth of the Anti-
Monopoly Act affected the establishment of that
policy style.

It analyses the debate in the Parliament about
the abolition of the 1st Department Store Law
(1947) and the enactment of the 2nd Department
Store Law (1956). As a result of this analysis, it can
be said that the following points influenced the
enactment of the 2nd Department Store Law : the
disappearance of the effects of the GHQ occupation
policy, the division of roles between the Anti-
Monopoly Law and the Department Store Law, and
the political context.

It is surmised that Japanese-style retail
commercial policy was almost completed when the
2nd Department Store Law was enacted and finally
completed when the Large - scale Retail Store Law
(1973) was enacted.

This thesis is derived from research results from
Komazawa University’s overseas research program
in 2019 and 2020 and also drawn from research
undertaken at the University of Edinburgh Business
School. I would like to thank Professor David
Marshall and Professor Emeritus John Dawson.

Thanks to Dr. Marysia Nash for always helping.
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