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Distribution of the Cold Storage on Algific Talus Slopes in Japan

SHIMIZU Chousei, YAMAKAWA Nobuyuki, IKEDA Akihiko, SAWADA Yuki,
SEKI Hideaki, YAMADA Yuko, OWA Misae and ISHII Masaki

More than 300 natural cold storages had been installed on algific talus slopes in Japan in the late
19th and early 20th century. These cold storages were mostly used for preserving silkworm eggs for
sericulture, and for tree seeds for forestation. Authors made a list of the cold storages in Japan, based
on the reports which were published by government in the early 20th century. Then, we confirmed
whether remains of the cold storages exist or not, by the field surveys. Table 1 summarizes the re-
mains of the cold storages in Japan. Distribution of the cold storages are highly concentrated in the
middle part of Japan, where sericulture industries were dominant in the past. Some cold storages are
still active in the recent year. For example, alcoholic beverages, such as Sake, are refrigerated in sev-
eral rebuilt cold storage.



