(B TR €ICHDEILOFY
5 ® 2

Findings from Seminar Activity “War and Peace”
Tomoyuki Uda

X—T—F: VA M G LR, Mo, BARME, BRI ¥7 5= 7, Witk
T4 =K NNy 7, ¥IDFEE, FEOTHA
Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace, God’s love, nature description, peer learning, commentary,

feedback, reality of the seminar, student initiatives

Summary:
This paper provides the changes and findings among students of ‘Shibasaki Seminar  in the faculty of
Global Media Studies. After reading “War and Peace”, historical novel by Leo Tolstoy published in 1869,

the students discussed freely according to their interests.

“War and Peace”, panoramic study of early 19th century Russian society, is generally regarded as a
masterwork of Russian literature and one of the world's greatest novels. It is said that recent students do
not read books very much and few students read world literature as such.

Students of ‘Shibasaki Seminar’ do read “War and Peace”. The way they read, what conclusions they
have reached through group work, and what have been discussed within the seminar, is academically

exciting and amazing.

One team analyzed the character from “War and Peace” to see what kind of love have been described
among each character. They made the hypothesis that Tolstoy wanted to convey the theme of “God's
love” in this work, and developed the idea that Andrei and Pierre had arrived at the stage of “God's love”.

Another team felt there is “something” indescribable only through the words of the characters, and
assumed nature description is playing that role in “War and Peace”. They noticed that the main characters
look up at the sky at their turning points in their lives, and focused on the expression of the sky. Finally,
they concluded that war and peace are all about human activities, and by drawing on the magnificent
nature, the human actions can be raised as small things. Tolstoy's view of nature has been reflected in the

scene.

Although they can achieve such wonderful results, many students are unaware of their potential, and
they tend to underestimate themselves. On the other hand, it is not possible to bring out the potential of

students just by providing literature and simply giving out assignments.
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So what kind of mechanism can show such growth? Is it excitement to approach the essence of the

literature through group discussions? Is it competitiveness to have better discussions than other teams?

The strengths and important characteristics of the ‘Shibasaki Seminar , “learning in a mutually
beneficial relationship between the students,” are very useful because peer learning can be carried out
consciously among them.

It is always amazing how students work, discuss, consider and discover. As an author, I would be very

happy if this paper would lead to an understanding of students’ motivations and potentials.
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