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Abstract
What kind of religious studies have been conducted in Thailand as a less

secular society?
Hidetake YANO

This paper has two purposes: first, to offer a tentative report on my
research investigating the “history and present situation of religious
studies in Thailand” and second, to examine a methodological aspect of
the purpose, background, and objectives of the research. This study’s
most immediate objective is to select leading Thai scholars of religious
studies and investigate the content of their research. Furthermore, the
study aims to collect and publicize basic information on religious studies
in Thailand on one hand and to clarify the relation between state,
religion, and religious studies in Thailand on the other. This investigation
is driven by two lines of enquiry. One is to contribute to a greater
understanding of the characteristics of religion and religious studies in
Thailand, which places less importance on “secularism” and is a less
“secularized” society. The second is to identify the differences between
the intentionality of religious studies in Thailand and other countries,
especially Japan. This paper also suggests that a case study of Thailand
may illuminate unconscious aspects of religious studies in Japan which is

a more secular society.
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