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Editorial Comments

Volume 19 of the Journal of Global Media Studies is the first volume after the 10th anniversary of the
founding of the faculty of Global Media Studies, and marks the start of the next decade of the faculty. It
comprises four articles from various fields and, as such, represents the interdisciplinary nature of the faculty.
The paper by Ito discusses international interaction based on the concept of “catalyst”, which is theorised
from his original ideas, coupled and those of previous studies. The article by Uta, who is an official of the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), introduces his workshop held each year in Professor
Shibasaki’s seminar class. It is not an academic piece, but an insightful report of an educational activity in
the faculty, the aim of which is to give students competence to tackle global issues. Professor Shibasaki
offers commentaries on the contributions by Ito and Uta. The article by Enomoto reveals the results of a
survey of online education, and highlights the importance of a student’s “social presence” for further
development of online education. Finally, the article by Shiramizu presents an original study on diaspora
Brazilians living in Australia and their media production and usage as a case study of “diaspora-agent”.

(Editors: Shinya Kinukawa, Michael J. Lynskey)
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