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The blue and white Virgin seems not only immaculate but also bloodless and

disconnected from the earth and from the experiences of most women. (5)
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She (Lucy) was, if possible, more radiantly beautiful than ever; and I could not
believe that she was dead. The lips were red, nay redder than before: and on the

cheeks was a delicate bloom. (6)
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Now it so happened that Messer Troilo, as he was the most beautiful, benign,
and magnanimous of his magnificent family, was also the most cruel thereof, and
incapable of brooking delay or obstacles. And being, as a most beautiful youth —he
was only nineteen, and the first down had not come to his cheeks, and his skin was

astonishingly white and fair like a woman’s — of a very amorous nature. (11)
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And Messer Troilo was twenty-six years old, but seemed much younger, having
no beard, and a face like Hyacinthus or Ganymede, whom Jove stole to be his cup-

bearer on account of his beauty. (12)
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And when he (Troilo) lay on the street dead, many folk, particularly painters,

came to look at him for his great beauty. (14)
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