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Location and Spatial Constitution of Private Cemeteries
in Yokohama City since 1989

KONDO Midori* and ODA Masayasu™*

Geographical studies on modern cemeteries in Japanese cities and their surrounding areas are

very few. Mainly based on the cemetery register, this paper examines the location and spatial consti-

tution of private cemeteries established in Yokohama City since 1989. Findings obtained are as fol-

lows:

1.

9.

After the turn of the century, the increase in the number of graveyards managed by religious
corporations has been more than the decrease in that of family burial plots, so that the total
number of cemeteries in Yokohama City has risen slightly.

. More cemeteries were set up from 2000 through 2003, probably due to the relaxation of require-

ments and the change in the application procedure for license to operate a cemetery.

. While some small-scale cemeteries have consistently been established, the percentage of large-

scale ones under 10,000m” has gradually increased.

. More cemeteries have been located in the central part of the inland area, and less in the coastal

area.

. While the old city area has more small-scale cemeteries, the new city area has more medium/

large-scale ones.

. Concerning the positional relationship between the cemetery and its manager, the religious cor-

poration is often situated in the neighborhood of the graveyard. In the new city area, however,
the percentage of the manager located in other ward of the City is relatively higher than that in
the old city area.

. Although most of the land use before developing a cemetery was forests and secondly fields,

quite a few building lots were utilized for cemeteries in the old city area.

. As for the internal spatial constitution of each cemetery, the standard ratio of green space pre-

scribed in the local regulations has contributed to conservation of green areas.
Owing to the rules in the regulations, the percentage of the land use other than green space and

grave zone has increased, including parking lot, administrative office, rest room, passage and so
on. As a result the proportion of grave zone has decreased.

As a whole it can be pointed out that legal regulations have had a large impact on the location and

spatial constitution of the newly established cemeteries.

Keywords: private cemetery, distribution, location, cemetery register, local regulation, Yokohama City

* former student in the Department of Geography, Komazawa University
** Professor in the Department of Geography, Komazawa University
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