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Civil war divides the nation. King is under attack from rebel York
family, who are fighting to place their eldest son, Edward, on the
throne. Edward’'s army advances, led by his youngest brother Rich-

ard of Gloucester.
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KING HENRY embraces his beloved son and heir, PRINCE ED-
WARD, and retires for the night, through double-doors to his
makeshift, bedroom sanctuary. An armed CORPORAL stands easy
outside. PRINCE EDWARD, with his long-haired RETRIEVER or
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company, quietly settles down to a night of paperwork. An AD]JU-
TANT brings a tray with the Prince's supper. PRINCE EDWARD
sits at a large desk, illuminated by an angle poise lamp. As he eats,
reads and makes notes, he adjusts the position of the silver-framed
photo of his beloved wife, LADY ANNE. (McKellen 45)
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CLARENCE, now in evening dress, arrives, with his mother, the
DUCHESS OF YORK, on his arm. She is, tiara-to-toe, an Edwardian
matriarch and proudly curtsies to her eldest son, KING EDWARD.
(McKellen 53)
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KING RICHARD

Give me another horse! Bind up my wounds!
Have mercy, Jesul -Soft, I did but dream.

O coward conscience, how dost thou affiict me!
The lights burn blue. It is now dead midnight.
Cold fearful drops stand on my trembling flesh.
What do I fear? Myself? There's none else by.
Richard loves Richard; that is, I and L.

Is there a murderer here? No. -Yes, I am.

Then fly. ~-What, from myself? -Great reason why:
Lest I revenge. -What, myself upon myself?
Alack, I love myself. -Wherefore ? -For any good
That I myself have done unto myself. -

O no, alas, I rather hate myself
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For hateful deeds committed by myself.

I am a villain. -Yet I lie; I am not.

Fool, of thyself speak well. -Fool, do not flatter.
My conscience bath a thousand several tongues,
And every tongue brings in a several tale,

And every tale condemns me for a villain. -
Perjury, perjury, in the high'st degree! -
Murder, stern murder, in the dir'st degree.

All several sins, all used in each degree,
Throng to the bar, crying all, ‘Guilty, guilty!

I shall despair. There is no creature loves me,
And if I die, no soul will pity me.

And wherefore should they, since that I myself
Find in myself no pity to myself.

Methought the souls of all that I had murdered
Came to my tent, and every one did threat

Tomorrow's vengeance on the head of Richard. (5.4.156-185)
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RICHARD (smilingly challenging at RICHMOND)

Let’s to it pell-mell,

If not to Heaven, then hand-in-hand to Hell!
RICHARD steps calmly out into space. At exactly the same moment
RICHMOND pulls the trigger. RICHARD's body falls and spins in

slow motion toward the burning hell below.
(McKellen, 126)
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