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Hikaru Utada and the Concept of Lost Identity:
The Mental Mode Tearing Apart between Two Cultures and

Thinking of Art Creation
Koichiro Tanaka

Two points are targeted at the same time. One. Why the singer Hikaru Utada, record-hit musician in
Japan, quitted singing out of blue and “retired” in 2010? Two. A modernized person knows very well on

what is the identity. Like Utada, people who have no clear cultural bases to live are not able to find what

the word identity means. I call this cultural divided situation in mind, Lost Identity. This is the case.
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