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Theoretical approach to structural categorizing on optional stopping task
Masahiko Horiuchi (Department of Psychology, Komazawa University, Japan)

ABSTRACT
“Optional stopping” means that decision makers stop gathering the sequential information for decision
making. The purpose of this study was to categorize “optional stopping tasks” from a view point of “the
theoretical approach to the logical structure of psychological situation,” which will give a basic stand point
for experimental research and constructing the theory.
nine types from the following three view points: (1) differences between “gathered information # purpose
alternative type” and “gathered information = purpose alternative type”, (2) differences between number of

sampled population, and (3) differences between objects of inference.

“Optional stopping tasks” could be classified in the

This result suggested the possibility

of experimental studies and theories of decision making.
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