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And after all the weather was ideal. They could not have had
a more perfect day for a garden-party if they had ordered it.
Windless, warm, the sky without a cloud. Only the blue was veiled
with a haze of light gold, as it is sometimes in early summer. The
gardener had been up since dawn, mowing the lawns and sweeping
them, until the grass and the dark flat rosettes where the daisy
plants had been seemed to shine. As for the roses, you could not
help feeling they understood that roses are the only flowers that
impress people at garden-parties; the only flowers that everybody
is certain of knowing. Hundreds, yes, literally hundreds, had come
out in a single night; the green bushes bowed down as though they
had been visited by archangels. ’
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Against the karakas. Then the karaka trees would be hidden.
And they were so lovely, with their broad, gleaming leaves, and
their clusters of yellow fruit. They were like trees you imagined
growing on a desert island, proud, solitary, lifting their leaves and
fruits to the sun in a kind of silent splendour. Must they be hidden
by a marquee?
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It’s all the fault, she decided, as the tall fellow drew something
on the back of an envelope, something that was to be looped up
or left to hang, of these absurd class distinction. Well, for her
part, she didn’t feel them. Not a bit, not an atom... And now
there came the chock-chock of wooden hammers. Someone whistled,
someone sang out, “ Are you right there, matey?” “Matey” The
friendliness of it, the—the—]Just to prove how happy she was, just
to show the tall fellow how at home she felt, and how she
despised stupid conventions, Laura took a big bite of her bread-and-
butter as she stared at the little drawing. She felt just like a work-
girl.
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That really was extravagant, for the little cottages were in a lane
to themselves at the very bottom of a steep rise that led up to the
house. A broud road ran between. True, they were far too near.
They were the greatest possible eyesore and they had no right to
be in that neighbourhood at all. They were little mean dwellings
painted a chocolate brown. In the garden patches there was noth-
ing but cabbage stalks, sick hens and tomato cans. The very smoke
coming out of their chimneys was poverty-stricken. Little rags and
shreds of smoke, so unlike the great silvery plumes that uncurled
from the Sheridans’ chimneys. Washerwomen lived in the lane and
sweeps and a cobbler and a man whose house-front was studded all
over with minute birdcages. Children swarmed. When the Sheri-
dans were little they were forbidden to set foot there because of
the revoling language and of what they might catch. But since
they were grown up Laura and Laurie on their prowls sometimes
walked through. It was disgusting and sordid. They came out
with a shudder. But still one must go everywhere; one must see
everything. So through they went.
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To Laura’s astonishment her mother behaved just like Jose; it
was harder to bear because she seemed amused. She refused to

take Laura seriously.

“ But, my dear child, use your common sense. It’s only by accident
we've heard of it. If someone had died there normally—and I can’t
understand how they keep alive in those poky little holes—we should
still be having our party, shouldn’t we? "

Laura had to say “yes” to that, but she felt it was all wrong.
She sat down on her mother’s sofa and pinched the cushion frill.
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An awkward little silence fell. Mrs. Sheridan fidgeted with her
cup. Really, it was very tactless of Really, it was very tactless of
father... Suddenly she looked up. There on the table were all those
sandwiches, cakes, puffs, all uneaten, all going to be wasted. She
had one of her brilliant ideas.

“1 know,” she said. “Let’s make up a basket. Let’s send that
poor creature some of this perfectly good food. At any rate, it will
be the greatest treat for the children. Don’t you agree? And she’s
sure to have neighbours calling in and so on. What a point to
have it all ready prepared. Laura!” She jumped up. “Get me
the big basket out of the stairs cupboard.”

“ But, mother, do you really think it’s a good idea? ”” said Laura.

Again, how curious, she seemed to be different from them all.
To take scraps from their party. Would the poor woman really
like that ?

“Of course! What’s the matter with you to-day? An hour or
two ago you were insisting on us being sympathetic.” Oh well!
Laura ran for the basket. It was filled, it was heaped by her
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mother.

“Take it yourself, darling,” said she. “ Run down just as you are.
No, wait, take the arum lilies too. People of that class are so im-
pressed by arum lilies.” “The stems will ruin her lace frock,” said
practical Jose.
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There lay a young man, fast asleep-sleeping so soundly, so deeply,
that he was far, far away from them both. Oh, so remote, so
peaceful. He was dreaming. Never wake him up again. His head
was sunk in the pillow, his eyes were closed ; they were blind under
the closed eyelids. He was given up to his dream. What did
garden-parties and baskets and lace frocks matter to him? He was
far from all those things. He was wonderful, beautiful. While they
were laughing and while the band was playing, this marvel had
come to the lane. Happy...happy...All is well, said that sleeping
face. This is just as it should be. I am content.

(LT WRRHEEDN, CoThER-TOwlk —HEVESSTHETWS
DT, TOEBRXZAPLEIEBRTWD X5 oo D, [MEEL,
ERLIC, BIXBFERTWHDOE, RLTHEZ I E IR T T\,
DEIIMTEE D, BIXALTWS,

AL ESOTTE fAdRLEV. BRIIZDOFLR TS, BiES
bED V- ADRD, HREL S TRFAIOEKRLEDHLDIESH5? £505 %
DDFTRTHD, FITELSENRTHDEDE, HITREB LY, EL V', RAK
PECHELCLTCWARKR, AV IFREELTCWAHEK, CoHFEIZ DNE
flo Tl D, ERE TR FT_NTIXL, &, TOESTWBHE
BEE-TWbo THDBURORTE, FARFBRELTVS,)

CDARZ 73w —SRLOFRTHNCHRERTH L, BEOER TANT
QfesT, FWHELES NREDERA. L L, R34 E THAD %
B ONRIEBHERL - TRT, T ot ADELAEBEERT, ARoAY
DAEERATEOTHD. HADANEZr —-FD X5 kiit&odhred %
DT, BEOHOWRIEDHD = &2 HEIZHR S BRT 5D TH 5,

Il
ZOERDERBEBD ARG VS 7 Ttur—Ftlre—1) —LDAIENRE L,

— 126 —



The Garden-Party X

“Isn’t life,” she stammered, “isn’t life— > But what life was she
couldn’t explain. No matter. He quite understood.
“Isn’t it, darling? ” said Laurie. =@ Isw't ORIFEFITI EETHD X 5k
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