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‘Now, sir, begging your pardon; we met last market-day on this
road about this time, and I said “Good night”, and you made reply
“Good night, Sir John”, as now.’

‘1 did,” said the parson.

‘And once before that-near a month ago.’

‘T may have.®
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“The calmness which had possessd Tess since the christening
remained with her in the infant’s loss. In the daylight, indeed, she
felt her terrors about his soul to have been somewhat exaggerated;
whether well founded or not she had no uneasiness now, reasoning
that if Providence would not ratify such an act of approximation
she, for one, did not value the kind of heaven lost by the irregularity
—either for herself or for her child.®
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The two women valiantly disguised these forced excursions and
countermarches as well as they could from Durbeyfield their cause,
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But this encompassment of her own characterization, based on
shreds of convention, peopled by phantoms and voices antipathetic
to her, was a sorry and mistaken creatiom of Tess’s fancy-a cloud
of moral hobgoblins by which she was terrified without reason.It
was they that were out of harmony with the actual world, not she.15
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She was ashamed of herself for her gloom of the night, based on
nothing more tangible than a sense of condemnation under an arbitrary
law of society which had no foundation in Nature.2D
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Having long discredited the old systems of mysticism, he now
began to discredit the old appraisements of morality. He thought they
wanted readjusting. Who was the moral man? Still more pertinently,
who was the moral woman?2®
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