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The morning of June 27th was clear and sunny, with the fresh warmth of a
full-summer day; the flowers were blossoming profusely and the grass was richly

green.(p636)

Jackson

Jackson
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Jackson

Jackson

...s0 it(the lottery) could begin at ten o'clock in the morning and still be through in
time to allow the villagers to get home for noon dinner.(p637)

( )




Jackson

Jackson

... In some towns there were so many people that the lottery took two days and had

to be started on June 26th,...(p637)
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Jackson

Jackson

Bobby Martin had already stuffed his pockets full of stones, and the other boys

soon followed his example, selecting smoothest and roundest stones; Bobby and



Harry Jones and Dickie Delacroix—the villagers pronounced this name Dellacroy—

eventually made a great pile of stones in one corner of the square and guarded it

against the raids of the other boys.(p637)

““foreshadowing””

Mrs. Hutchinson
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The lottery was conducted —as were the square dance, teenage club, the
Halloween program —by Mr. Summers who had time and energy to devote to civic

activities. He was a round-faced, jovial man and he ran the coal business, and people

were sorry for him, because he had no children and his wife was a scold. (p637)

( )

Mr. Summers

Summers

Jackson

‘coal-black’ ““coal
business”~ Summers

Jackson
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The postmaster, Mr. Graves, followed him, carrying a three-legged stool, and the
stool was put in the center of the square and Mr. Summers set the black box down on

it.(n637)

Summers ““Graves””

Everyman  John
Bunyan(1628-88)  The Pilgrim's Progress(1678)

Summers Graves
Mr. Summers  Mr. Graves
The night before the lottery, Mr. Summers and Mr. Graves made up the slips of the
paper and put them in the box, and it was then taken to the safe of Mr. Summers'
coal company and locked up until Mr. Summers was ready to take it to the square
next morning. The rest of the year, the box was put away, sometimes one place,
another year underfoot in the post office, and sometimes it was set on a shelf in the
Martin grocery and left there.(p638)
Mr. Summers  Mr. Graves

Mr. Summers

(summer) (grave)

Mr. Summers
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When he (Mr. Summers) arrived in the square, carrying the black wooden

box,...(p637)

Mr. Summers Jackson

12
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The original paraphernalia for the lottery had been lost long ago, and the black
box now resting on the stool had been put into use even before Old Man Warner, the

oldest man in town, was born.(p638)

Old Man Warner

Mr. Summers spoke frequently to the villagers about a new box, but no one liked
to upset even as much tradition as was represented by the black box. There was a
story that the present box has been made with some pieces of the box had preceded
it, the one that had been constructed when the first people settled down to make a

village here.(p638)

Mr. Summers

13
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Because so much of the ritual had been forgotten or discarded,...(p638)

(

Jackson

14



Shirley Jackson  The Lottery

...at one time, some people remembered, there had been a recital of some sort,

performed by the official of the lottery, a perfunctory, tuneless chant that had been

rattled off duly each year;...(p638)

““recital”>” ““chant””

some people believed that the official of the lottery used to stand just so when he

said or sang it, others believed that he was supposed to walk among the people, but

years and years ago this part of the ritual had been allowed to lapse.(p638)
( )

There had been, also, a ritual salute, which the official of the lottery had had to
use in addressing each person who came up to draw from the box, but this also had

changed with time, until now it was felt necessary only for the official to speak to

15



each person approaching.(p638)

““ritual salute””

Jackson

Jackson

““so much of the ritual had been forgotten or

discarded””

Jackson

Mr. Summers had been successful in having slips of paper substituted for the chips
of wood that had been used for generations. Chips of wood, Mr. Summers had
argued, had been all very well when the village is tiny, but now that the population

was more than three hundred and likely to keep growing, it was necessary to use

16



Shirley Jackson  The Lottery

something that would fit more easily into the black box.(p638)

A sudden hush fell on the crowd as Mr. Summers cleared his throat and looked at the

list.(p640)

Mr. Summers

““Now, I'll read the names—nheads of families first—and the men come up and take
a paper out of the box. Keep the paper folded in your hand without looking at until

everyone has had a turn. Everything clear?””(p640)

Mrs. Adams

17



Adam Eva Adam
Jackson Mr. Adams  Old Man Warner

Mr. Adams Old Man Warner

““They do say,””...,““that over in the north village they're talking of giving up the
lottery.”” (p640)

Old Man Warner

Old Man Warner snorted. ““Pack of crazy,””... ““Listening to the young folks,
nothing's good enough for them. Next thing you know, they'll be wanting to go back
to living in caves, nobody work any more, live that way for a while. Used to be a

saying about 'Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon.' First thing you know, we'd all be

eating stewed chickweed and acorns. There's always been lottery, *” he added

petulantly: “Bad enough to see young Joe Summers up there joking with everybody.

( )

Summers

18
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Old Man Warner

Mrs. Hutchinson

Old Man Warner Mr. Adams

““Some places have already quit lotteries,””...(p641)

Old Man Warner
Adams

Hutchinson Bill
Hutchinson Bill Tessie

Bill, Jr. Nancy Davy

19



Hutchinson

Jackson
Davy
Davy

Jackson

Nancy

Bill, Jr.

Tessie

Davy

Mr. Graves

Bill, Jr.

Bill

Mr. Summers

Mr. Graves

Jackson Davy

. Harry, you help little Dave.”Mr. Graves took the hand of the little boy, who came

with him up to the box. “Take a paper out of the box, Davy.” Mr. Summers said.

Davy put his hand into the box and laughed. “Take just one paper.” Mr. Summers

said. “Harry, you hold it for him.” Mr. Graves took the child's hand and removed the

folded paper from the tight fist and hold it while little Dave stood next to him and

looked up at him wonderingly.(p642)

Davy

20
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Nancy Jackson

Nancy was twelve, and her school friends breathed heavily as she went forward,

switching her skirt, and took a slip daintily from the box.(p642)

Nancy

Bill, Jr.

Billy, his face red and his feet over-large, nearly knocked the box over as he got a

paper out.(p642)

Bill, Jr.

Tessie

She hesitated for a minute, looking around defiantly, and then set her lips and went

up to the box. She snatched a paper out and held it behind her.(p642)

21



Hutchinson

Bill Hutchinson reached into the box and felt around, bringing his hand out at last

with the slip of the paper in it.(p643)

Jackson

Davy Mr. Graves Jackson

Mr. Graves opened the slip of the paper and there was a general sigh through the

crowd as he held it up and everyone could see that it was blank.(p643)

Mr. Graves

Davy

Nancy  Bill, Jr.

Nancy and Bill, Jr., opened theirs at the same time, and both beamed and laughed,

turning around to the crowd and holding their slips above their heads.(p643)

( )

22
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Hutchinson Hutchinson

Mr. Summers

““Bill,””he (Mr. Summers) said, ““you draw for the Hutchinson family. You got any

other households in the Hutchinson?””

““There's Don and Eva,””Mrs. Hutchinson yelled. ““Make them take their chance!”~

““Daughters draw with their husband's families, Tessie.””Mr. Summers said gently
(p641-p642)

Mr. Summers Hutchinson
Mrs. Hutchinson Don Eva

Mr. Summers Tessie ( )
Eva Hutchinson

Don Mrs. Hutchinson

23



Old Man Warner

““It's not the way it used to be,” Old Man Warner said clearly.“People ain't the way

they used to be.”(p643)

Old Man Warner

Mr. Hutchinson
Mrs. Hutchinson

Mr. Summers

24
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““You (Mr. Summers) didn't give him(Mr. Hutchinson) time enough to take any

paper he wanted. | saw you. It wasn't fair.”(p641)

( )
Hutchinson
Eva Mrs. Hutchinson
Eva Mr. Summers
Mrs. Hutchinson
““It wasn't fair>”, Tessie(Mrs. Hutchinson) said.(p642)
( )
““fair”” ““fair””

“fair,,

Mrs. Hutchinson

““| tell you it wasn't fair. You didn't give him time enough to choose. Everybody saw

that.”” (0642)

25



““Itisn't fair.”” She (Mrs. Hutchinson) said.(p643)

““Itisn't fair, it isn't right,””  Mrs. Hutchinson screamed ...(p644)

( )
Mrs. Hutchinson ““It
isn't(wasn't) fair””
““It wasn't
fair””
““Itisn't fair””
The Lottery The Lottery

The Lottery The Lottery

26



Shirley Jackson  The Lottery

The Lottery The Lottery
The Lottery
The Lottery
The Lottery The Lottery
Duffield
The Lottery The Lottery

The Lottery
The Lottery

The morning of June 27th was clear and sunny, with the fresh warmth of a
full-summer day; the flowers were blossoming profusely and the grass was richly
green. The people of the village began to gather in the square, between the post
office and the bank, around ten o'clock; in some towns there were so many people
that the lottery took two days and had to be started on June 26th, but in this village,
where there were only three hundred people, the whole lottery took less than two
hours, so it could begin at ten o'clock in the morning and still be through in time to

allow the villagers to get home for noon dinner.(p636)
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Jackson

Jackson

Jackson

Duffield The Lottery

The scene is a bare stage with a few stones lying here and there. It represents a

village square on the 2zh of June of the present year. The stage is in darkness.

Gradually a pool of amber light comes up at stage center. Two boys, TOMMY and

DICKIE, enter, looking about on the ground. From time to time,_one of them picks up

a stone and puts it in his pocket. The search should continue for about a minute

before either of them speaks.(p101)

28
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Duffield

Duffield

‘exposition'

29



...a steeple bell has begun to chime, and the amber light widens, gradually

illuminating the full stage.(p102)

The Lottery

30
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Mrs. Hutchinson

..., Mrs. Hutchinson came hurriedly along the path to the square,...(p639)
( )

““Hutchinson””

““Hutchinson?”

TESSIE HUTCHISON, wearing an apron over her house dress, enters.(p110)

( )
““Hutchinson””
““HUTCHISON~~
““H-u-t-c-h-i-n-s-0-n”~ ““H-u-t-c-h-i-s-0-n”7(
) “i’, “S’, “n,,
Duffield ““n>” ““H-u-t-c-h-i-s-0-n>”

“*H-u-t-c-h-i-n-s-0-n”~

31



““H-u-t-c-h-i-s-0-n>”
““H-u-t-c-h-i-n-s-0-n”” ““H-u-t-c-h-i-s-0-n””
Duffield “*H-u-t-c-h-i-n-s-0-n >~

““H-u-t-c-h-i-s-0-n>”

..., but in this village, where there were only about three hundred people,...(p637)

( )

..., how that the population was more than three hundred and likely to keep on

growing,...(p638)

MRS. DUMBAR  MISS BESSOM

MRS. DUMBAR: So many of the young ones seem to drift away. This

place's(village's) getting' smaller every year.

MISS BESSOM: | know it. Joe Summers told me there's less'n two hundred names

on the registration this time.(p105)

32
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Mr. JOE SUMMERS “<sister””
) BELVA

BELVA(contemptuously): The neighbors! If everybody wasn't so scared of their
neighbors, maybe we'd give up some heathen customs that don't make sense any

more. Half the young folks growin' up don't have the faintest notion what a Lottery

stands for.

33



BELVA: There's no tellin' these days where the wisdom stops and superstition

begins.
( )
Duffield
BELVA
MR. SUMMERS BELVA
( ““brother””
) MR. JOE SUMMERS BELVA
BELVA

BELVA: ...You(MR. JOE SUMMERS) drove him away. Our own brother and you

drove him away.
JOE: It was more your doin' than mine. You're the one brought him up to be a

weaklin' and a coward. You started him goin' out on the street and preachin' against
tradition.
BELVA: You call that cowardly? It takes a brave man to say what he thinks, when

every hand is against him.

34
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JOE (doggedly): He left of his own accord. | didn't send him.

BELVA: It takes real courage to fight prejudice on your doorstep. (With contempt.)

It's you and the rest of 'em that are the cowards.

( )
MR. JOE
SUMMERS BELVA
MR. JOE SUMMERS BELVA
( )
BELVA
MR. JOE SUMMERS
MR. JOE SUMMERS
BELVA
MR. JOE
SUMMERS BELVA
Hutchinson
Mr. Joe Summers Bill
Hutchinson Bill

35



““Three,”” Bill Hutchinson said.““There's Bill, Jr., and Nancy, and little Dave. And
Tessie and me.””(p642)

BILL HUTCHISON

HUTCHISON: Just one. Little Davy here. Bill, Jr., he died when he was a
baby.(p115)

NANCY

BILL, JR. DAVY

HUTCHISON Duffield

Bill Hutchinson

The Children had stones already, and someone gave little Davy Hutchinson a few

pebbles.(p643)

Davy

Davy

HUTCHISON DAVY

HUTCHISON: Be quiet, Tess. We got to do this. (Throws a stone, and TESSIE

flinches, putting her head her brow.) Come on. Come on, everyone.

36
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(DAVY throws his fistful of stones. TESSIE utters a cry and sinks to her knees.
VILLAGERS throw stones.)(p117)

BILL HUTCHISON

DAVY

Bill Hutchinson

Davy

Tessie

TESSIE

Duffield
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The Lottery
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Jackson

39



Mrs. Hutchinson

40
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Mrs. Hutchinson

Mrs. Hutchinson
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35

35. And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among

themselves, casting lots;

43



26

26. And they drew lots for them and the lot fell to Mathias; and he was numbered

with eleven apostles.

44
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2. ...““The Lord commanded my lord to give the land by lot to the sons of Israel as
an inheritance, and my lord was commanded by the Lord to give the inheritance of

Zelophehad our brother to his daughters.

17

45



17. And He has cast the lot for them,
And His hand has divided it to them by line.

They shall possess it forever,

From generation to generation they shall dwell in it.

The Lottery

The Lottery
The Lottery
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1. But the sons of Israel acted unfaithful in regard to the things under the ban, for
Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah,
took some of the things under the ban, therefore the anger of the Lord burned against

the sons of Israel.

10
11

12

10. So the Lord said to Joshua, “Rise up! Why is it that you have fallen on your

face? 11. “Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which |

47



commanded them. And they have even taken some of the things under the ban and
have both stolen and deceived. Moreover, they have also put them among their own

things. 12. “Therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they turn

their backs before their enemies, for they have become accursed. | will not be with

you anymore unless you destroy the things under the ban from your midst.

( )

The Lottery Mrs.

Hutchinson

Mrs. Hutchinson

The Lottery ~ Mrs. Hutchinson

The Lottery
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13

14

15

13. ““Rise up! Consecrate the people and say, 'Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow,
for thus the Lord, the God of Israel, has said; “There are things under the ban in your
midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you have removed the
things under the ban from your midst. 14. ‘In the morning then you shall come near

by your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe which the Lord takes by lot shall come

near by families, and the family which the Lord takes shall come near by households,

and the household which the Lord takes shall come near man by man. 15. 'And it

shall be that the one who is taken with the things under the ban shall be burned with
fire, he and all that belongs to him, because he has transgressed the covenant of the

Lord, and because he has committed a disgraceful thing in Israel.

49



16
17

25

The Lottery
Hutchinson

Tessie

18
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16. So Joshua arose early in the morning and brought Israel near by tribes, and the
tribes of Judah was taken. 17. And he brought the family of Judah near, and he took
the family of the Zerahites; and he brought the family of the Zerahites near man by
man, and Zabdi was taken. 18. And he brought his household near man by man; and
Achan, son of Carni, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, was
taken.... 25. And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The Lord will trouble

you this day.” All Israel stoned them with stones; and they burned them with fire

after they had stoned them with stones.

The Lottery

The children had stones already, and someone gave little Davy Hutchinson a few

pebbles.(643)
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Mrs. Hutchinson

Davy

Hutchinson

The Lottery

Mrs. Hutchinson
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Old Man Warner

...““Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon”...(p641)

Old Man Warner

..., they'll be wanting to go back to living in caves, nobody work any more, live that

way for a while. Used to be a saying about 'Lottery in June, corn be heavy

soon.'First thing you know, we'd all be eating stewed chickweed and acorns. There's

53



always been lottery, ” he added petulantly...(p641)

( )
Jackson
(
1948
)
1948
Plalestine Israel 1948

The New Yorker
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The Lottery Vermont
Jackson

Israel

Israel

55
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Jackson

( )
(
1 (272 burnt offering)
2 (32 grain offering)
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3 (87 peace offering)
4 (123 sin offering)
5 31 trespass offering)
6 (57

(

( )
The Lottery Mrs. Hutchinson

Jackson

57

drink offering)



2. And He said, ““Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Issac, and go
to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the

mountains of which I will tell you.””

10
12
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10. And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay his son....12.
And he said,“Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him, for
now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son,

from Me.”

The Lottery

The Lottery
Duffield The Lottery The Lottery
BELVA

BELVA(contemptuously): The neighbors! If everybody wasn't so scared of their
neighbors, maybe we'd give up some heathen customs that don't make sense any

more. Half the young folks growin' up don't have the faintest notion what a Lottery

stands for.

BELVA
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22

Mrs. Hutchinson

60

Jackson

Duffield
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22. And this stone, which | have set up as a pillar, “will be God's house; and of all

that Thou dost give me | will surely give a tenth to Thee.”

17

17. But He looked at them and said, ““What then is this that is written,
'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED,
THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER STONE'"?

61
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4. So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying ““What shall | do to this people? A little
more and they will stone me.””

6. Moreover David was greatly distressed because the people spoke of stoning him,

for all the people were embittered, each one because of his sons and his daughters.

But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

31

31. The Jew took up stones again to stone Him.

63



19

19. But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the multitudes,

they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.
( )

57
58 59

60

57. But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears, and they rushed
upon him with one impulse. 58. And when they had driven him out of the city, they
began stoning him.... 59. And falling on his knees, he cried out a loud voice,... 60

.... He fell asleep.
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Mrs. Hutchinson

Mrs. Hutchinson

Jackson

The Lottery

Jackson

The Lottery

Mrs. Hutchinson
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Jackson

Mrs. Hutchinson

Mrs. Hutchinson

Jackson
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The people of the village began to gather in the square, between the post office and
the bank, around ten o'clock;...(p636-p637)

Mrs. Hutchinson
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