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More direful hap betide that hated wretch,
That makes us wretched by the death of thee,
Than | can wish to adders, spiders, toads,

Or any creeping venom'd thing that lives!

If ever he have child, abortive be it,
Prodigious, and untimely brought to light,
Whose ugly and unnatural aspect

May fright the hopeful mother at the view; (1)



If thy revengeful heart cannot forgive,

Lo, here I lend thee this sharp-pointed sword;
Which if thou please to hide in this true bosom,
And let the soul forth that adoreth thee,

I lay it naked to the deadly stroke,

And humbly beg the death upon my knee. (2)

Nay, do not pause; for I did kill King Henry,
But ‘twas thy beauty that provoked me.
Nay, now dispatch; ‘twas I that stabb’d young Edward,

But ‘twas thy heavenly face that set me on. (3)
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I should like to bring in here the quarrel which had arisen in this Michaelmas term
between king’s two brothers and which proved difficult to settle. After King Henry’s
son ( to whom the earl of Warwick’s younger daughter, the lady Anne, was married)
had fallen at the battle of Tewkesbury, as already related, Richard, duke of Glouces-
ter, sought to make the same Anne his wife; this desire did not suit the plans of his
brother, the duke of Clarence (married previously to the earl’s elder daughter) who
therefore had the girl hidden away so that his brother would not know where she

was, since he feared a division of the inheritance. (4)
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The Duke of Gloucester, however, was so much more astute, that having discov-
ered the girl dressed as a kitchen-maid in London, he had her moved into sanctuary

in St. Martin’s.  (5)



(6)



18 March 1472: George Duke of Clarence has surrendered a part of the grant of
all castles, honours, lordships, manors and other possessions, late of Richard Earl of
Warwick in his right of Anne his wife, at the king’s request, to his brother Richard

Duke of Gloucester. (7)

1472 3 18

20 May 1472: grant for life to George Duke of Clarence of the office of great
chamberlain of England, in lieu of a like grant of the office to king’s brother Richard

Duke of Gloucester, by letters patent dated 18 May 1471, surrendered. (8)
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1473

6 June 1474: confirmation, at the request of Richard Duke of Gloucester, of an
act of Parliament to the effect that George Duke of Clarence and Isabel his wife, and
Richard Duke of Gloucester and Anne his wife, daughters and heirs of Richard
Neville late Earl of Warwick, and daughters and heirs apparent of Anne Countess of
Warwick, should possess and enjoy, in the right of their wives, all possessions be-

longing to the countess as though she were naturally dead. (9)
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And [ in all unwillingness will go.

I would to God that the inclusive verge
Of golden metal that must round my brow
Were red-hot steel, to sear me to the brain!
Anointed let me be with deadly venom,

And die, ere men can say, God save the queen! (10)

12



Lo, ere | can repeat this curse again,

Even in so short a space, my woman’s heart
Grossly grew captive to his honey words

And proved the subject of my own soul’s curse,
Which ever since hath kept my eyes from rest;
For never yet one hour in his bed

Have | enjoy’d the golden dew of sleep,

But have been waked by his timorous dreams, (11)

(12)

(13)
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The cardinal, Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury, was summoned and on 6 July
following Richard of Gloucester received the gift of the royal unction and crowning
in the conventual church of St. Peter at Westminster and at the same time his wife,
Queen Anne, received her crown. From that day, while he lived, this man was called

King Richard, the third after the Conquest. (14)
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...the king’s grace is in good health, and in likewise the queen’s grace, and in all

their progress have been worshipfully received with pageants; (15)
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In which procession very solemnly set forth and celebrated by the clergy, king was
present in person, adorned with a notably rich diadem, and accompanied with great
number of noble men; the queen followed also with crown upon her head, who led
by the hand her son Edward, crowned also with so great honour, joy and congratula-
tion of the inhabitants, as in show of rejoicing they extolled King Richard above the

skies... (16)

Whishing therefore to display in the North, where he had spent most of his time
previously, the superior royal rank, which he acquired for himself in this manner, as
diligently as possible, he left the royal city of London and passing through Windsor,
Oxford and Coventry, came at length to York. There, on a day appointed for the
repetition of his crowning in the metropolitan church, he presented his only son,

Edward, whom, that same day, he had created Prince of Wales with the insignia of

16



the golden wand and the wreath; and he arranged splendid and highly expensive

feasts and entertainments to attract to himself the affection of many people. (17)
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(18)

(19)

(20)

I must be married to my brother’s daughter,

Or else my kingdom stands on brittle glass. (21)
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(22)

Now, for | know the Breton Richmond aims

At young Elizabeth, my brother’s daughter,
And, by that knot, looks proudly o’er the crown,
To her I go, a jolly thriving wooer. (23)

Ghost. [ ‘to Richard’], Richard thy wife, that wretched Anne thy wife,
That never slept a quiet hour with thee,
Now fills thy sleep with perturbations:

To-morrow in the battle think on me,

19



And fall thy edgeless sword: despair and die!  (24)

[Richard] procured a common [IV.ii] rumor ( but he would not haue the author
knowne) to be published and spred abroad among the common people, that queene
was dead; to the intent that she, taking some conceit of this strange fame, should fall

into some sudden sicknesse or greeuous maladie: (25)
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For first he lost Edward his only son the third month after he had been made
Prince of Wales; after that a conspiracy was contrived by means of Henry Duke of

Buckingham... (26)

@7)
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Not long after... the young Earl of Warwick, Edward, eldest son of George Duke
of Clarence, was proclaimed heir apparent in the royal court.... Later he was placed

in custody and Earl of Lincoln was preferred to him... (28)

1485 3

(29)
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And Lady Anne [Richard 111’s] queen, daughter of Earl of Warwick, [the king]
poisoned. (30)

180

A few days later the queen began to be seriously ill and her sickness was then be-
lieved to have got worse and worse because the king himself was completely spurn-
ing his consort’s bed. Therefore he judged it right to consult with doctors. What

more is there to be said? (31)
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(33)

And that | shall marry such of them as now be marriageable to gentlemen born,
and give each of them marriage lands etc to the yearly value of 200 marks...And
over this that | shall yearly [pay] for exhibition and finding of Elizabeth Grey...the
sum of 700 marks...And moreover | promise them that if any surmise or evil report
be made to me of them... by any person...then I shall not give thereunto faith nor cre-

dence... (34)

200
700
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The king, thus loosed from the bond of matrimony, began to cast an eye upon
Elizabeth his niece, and to desire her in marriage; but both because the young lady
herself, and all other, did abhor the wickedness so detestable, he determined there-
fore to do everything by leisure, forasmuch as he was overwhelmed with pinching
cares on every hand; for that some men of name passed over daily unto Henry, oth-

ers favoured secretly the partners of conspiracy... (35)

(36)
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Eventually the king’s plan and his intention to marry Elizabeth, his close
blood-relation, was related to some who were opposed to it and, after the council
had been summoned, the king was compelled to make his excuses at length, saying

that such a thing had never entered his mind. There were some at the council who

knew well enough that the contrary was true. (38)
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Those who were most strongly against this marriage and whose wills
the king scarcely ever dared to opposed were in fact Sir Richard Ratcliffe and Wil-
liam Catesby, squire of the body. These men told the king, to his face, that if he did
not deny any such purpose and did not counter it by public declaration before the
mayor and commonalty of the city of London, the northerners, in whom he placed
the great trust, would all rise against him, charging him with causing the death of the
queen...in order to complete his incestuous association with his near kinswoman, to

the offence of God. (39)
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(40)

...and there have been long discussion and much uninformed talk among the by
evil-disposed persons, who have...sown these rumours to the very great displeasure
of the king, showing how the queen was poisoned by consent and will of the king, so
that he might marry and have to wife the Lady Elizabeth, eldest daughter of his
brother, late king of England... (41)
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(42)

(43)

the king sent for and had before him [the] mayor and aldermen. And in the great
hall, in the presence of many of his lords and many other people, he showed his grief
and displeasure, and said it never came into his thought or mind to marry in such
manner, nor was he pleased or glad at the death of his queen but a sorry and as

heavy in heart as a man would be... (44)
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