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NOTES

(1) "Life imitates art far more than art imitates life" (THE DECAY OF LYING, p.982). The
quotations in this article are from COMPLETE WORKS OF OSCAR WILDE, Latest reprint,
Collins, 1973. R TA A A — - VAV EREE] £6% (BHBWRR, &L, 1989)
ZH,

(2) Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was born in Dublin on 16th October 1854. He was the
second son of Dr. William (afterwards Sir William) Wilde (1815-1876). His mother was Jane
Francesca Speranza Elgee (1826-1896). Oscar died on 30th November 1900 at Hotel d'Alsace,
13 Rue des Beaux Arts, in Paris.

(3) "The proper school to learn art in is not life but Art" (ibid,, p.980). "Life is Art's best, Art's only
pupil" (ibid, p.983). "Life holds the mirror up to Art" (ibid, p.985). "Nature, no less than life, is
an imitation of Art" (ibid, p.985). "Art never expresses anything but itself" (ibid., p.926).

(4) "---the purpose of playing, whose end, both at the first and now, was and is to hold, as
’twere, the mirror up to nature" (HAMLET, Act I, Scene 2, 11.21-24). The quotations from
Shakespeare are taken from THE COMPLETE WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE, widely known
as THE ALEXANDER TEXT (Collins, first published in 1951).

(5) "Comedy, as we said, is an imitation of men worse than the average, not indeed as regards
any and every sort of vice, but only as regards the Ridiculous, which is a species of the Ugly.
---Tragedy is an imitation not of persons but of action and life, of happiness and misery"
(Airstotle's POETICS, translated by John Warrington, Everyman's Library 901, published in
1963), p.10 and p.13.

6) TIA—Y R (F—uyNRNEFCEIHEHRT), E. 7o onund, EH—
+ - JIATZERER, SHEEEETS, 1967).

(7 [WEXIFE] (AESTHETICISM), R. V. Y a vy 3, WETIR, 4, 19714,

(8) Theophile Gautier (1811-1872), French poet and novelist. His works include EMAUX ET
CAMEES (1852) and MADEMOISELLE DE MAUPIN (1835).

(9) Charles Baudelaire (1821-1867), French poet, noted for the author of LES FLEURS DU MAL
(1857).

(10) Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), famous American poet and short story writer.

(11) John Keats (1795-1821), British poet. The following lines are very well known. ‘Beauty is
truth, truth beauty,” — that is all / Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know" (ODE ON A
GRECIAN URN).

(12) The Preface to THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY (1890).

(13) Art for Art's sake. (cf. Art for Life's sake [ AE D7D DZER] )

(14) "The artist is the creater of beautiful things. To reveal art and conceal the artist i art's aim.
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---There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are well written, or badly
written. That is all. The nineteenth century dislike of realism is the rage of Caliban seeing his
own face in a glass. -**Vice and Virtue are to the artist materials for an art. --*All art is quite
useless" (The Preface to THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY, P.17).

(15) Caliban is a savage and deformed slave in THE TEMPEST.

(16) THE PORTRAIT OF MR. W. H. (1889).

(17) "--the Sonnets conclude with an envoi of twelve lines whose motive is the triumph of
Beauty over Time, and of Death over Beauty" (Ibid,, p.1191).

(18) St. Augustine (d. 604), first archbishop of Canterbury. He was sent by Pope Gregory I with
forty monks to preach the Gospel in England (THE OXFORD COMPANION TO ENGLISH
LITERATURE, 1969).

(19) SUMER IS ICUMEN IN : the first line of what is believed to be the earliest existent English
lyric. It was probably written in the first half of the 13th century ; the author is unknown.
The music to which it was sung still survives (Ibid.).

(20) The Prologue and THE WIFE OF BATH'S TALE from THE CANTERBURY TALES (designed
about 1387) by Geoffrey Chaucer (prob. 1345-1400).

(21) PROTHALAMION (1596) by Edmund Spenser (15522-1599).

(22) THE SONNETS (1609) by William Shakespeare (1564-1616). BIFR (3 mMAME—ER (FWOCE,
1986) ZH.

(23) Kenneth Clark’s CIVILISATION (Pelican Books, 1969), p.188. #aR(d T=4li& Bl (7%
A - po—rFE, MEBHER, BBEKRELRE, 1975,

(24) ELEGY (1751) by Thomas Gray (1716-1771).

(25) William Wordsworth (1770-1850). cf. Tintern Abbey Lines (1798).

(26) Joseph Mallord William Turner (1775-1851). cf. "Frosty Morning," 1813.

(27) John Constable (1776-1837). cf. "Hay Wain," 1821.

(28) Charles Dickens (1812-1870). cf. DAVID COPPERFIELD, Ch. 55.

(29) VERA, or THE NIHILISTS, was published in 1880.

(30) The first collected edition of Wilde's POEMS was published in 1881. ‘

(31) PATIENCE (1881) by Sir William Schwenck Gilbert (1836-1911) and Sir Arthur Seymour
Sullivan (1842-1900).

32 Myrax] oFE] ENETE, HEHE, 1990 2K,

33 [AAl— - TANEE] (BH1EE, B, 1980), [HAWCE % 0SCAR WILDE]
(pp.137-212) &M,

(34) Sir John Gielgud (b. 1904), one of the greatest Hamlet actors in our time, played the part of
John Worthing in the 1930's and 1940's in London and New York. '

(35) "I was a man who stood in symbolic relations to the art and culture of my age. I had realised
this for myself at the very dawn of my manhood, and had forced my age to realise it
afterwards" (DE PROFUNDIS, p912).

(36) THE HAPPY PRINCE AND OTHER TALES was published in 1888. THE SELFISH GIANT
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was included in this collection of five fairy tales.

@) Tveoblpfebl (HAEDHEZES), IUAERE, 1k, 19814, K& [Ehe
HA &) (pp368-377) 2R, YD [RESE] OFICh2 [Z0ZickBnT, kK
LRZHTHIDHET, COIHDEEDEE, PESLTZOEARL VLTI iz, B
TeBslEEHBRU] OFEFO TBR) &, TF4F+—1 Tz,

G8) REFB ICREMCREZR O/ [BH] 250, BEORICIERENEETEENO
B350 %7% [§HHl b5,

GY [YFPS Py AMNIRISIER], =—F 23, KEHEH, =IO, 1967, E#&
52581 (pl133) 2K,

(40) MAN AND SUPERMAN (1903) by George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950). BHZR (3 1 )| L3R [ A
EEAL] CauesTE, 1958) fib,

(41) Muse : One of nine sister-goddesses, the offspring of Zeus and Mnemosyne (Memory),
regarded as the inspirers of learning and the arts, esp. of poetry and music (OED).

(42) DE PROFUNDIS was written in 1897 in Reading Prison and published in 1905.

(43) "I see a far more intimate and immediate connection between the true life of Christ and the
true life of the artist. ---Chirst's place indeed is with the poets. ---And, above all, Christ is the
most supreme of individualists" (Ibid., pp.922-925).

(44) THE LIFE OF OSCAR WILDE (Methuen, 1946) by Hesketh Pearson, p.199. "By shifting the
viewpoint, he forced his listners to look at life from unaccustomed angles and enlarge the
boundaries of Truth."”

(45) "The final revelation is that Lying, the telling of beautiful untrue things, is the proper aim of
Art" (THE DECAY OF LYING, p.992).

(46) "The supreme vice is shallowness. Whatever is realised is right" (DE PROFUNDIS, p.874).

(47) "--artists, like art itself, being of thier very essence quite useless” (Ibid., p.946).

49) THE HASTE), SsARKME, JINBIER, SEHE Q940E9) 19874 55 47 i,
F2E [ &M (p20) B,

(50) "Whatever is, is right" (AN ESSAY ON MAN, Epistle I, 1.284) by Alexander Pope (1688-1744).

(OD "l think, therefore [ am" (LE DISCOURS DE LA METOODE) by Rene Descartes (1596-1650).

(52) "l feel therefore I am" (Kenneth Clark's CIVILISATION, p.200).

(53) "A thing of beauty is a joy for ever” (ENDYMION, bk. 1, i. 1).

O [EMEBEOKRT], HHERE, Fwt, 1993, HYE [LEEOMEDL L] (255
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CTHHADEOWXETE,rNIUF A BRC L BEWMATHY, INHHZTHD, L
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