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Srimitra

Po Shih-li-mi-tuo-lo, which means Chi-yu (“Good Friend”, Srimitra),
was a man of the Western Regions. In his time people called him
Kao-tso, “[the Master of] the High Seat.” According to tradition he
was the son of the king of the country [of Kucha], but when he was
to succeed to his hereditary position, he handed the country over to
his younger brother, [and in so doing without knowing about it], he
mysteriously followed the precedent set by T’ai-po [of the Chou
Dynasty in China]. Before long, awakened in his heart and enligh-
tened by heaven, he accordingly became a S$ramana. Srimitra was
endowed with a disposition and appearance that was noble and ex-
alted. His attitude and spirit far excelled that of the general class
of people. When [one asked him questions] he would straightway
reply, and [his answers] would then surpass those of others.

During the Yung-chia era of the Chin when he had just arrived in
China, he met with political turmoil [in the north]. He then crossed
the Yangtze and settled down in the Chien-ch’u ssu.

The moment that the Minister of State (Ch'eng-hsiang) Wang
Ta caught sight of him, he marveled at him and he thought of himself
as his disciple. Because of this [érimitra’s] name became extraordi-
narily well-known.

LER]

MPRELEL, PETREFRE VS, BROAT, BOALIL, hEEEL
AT, BB AR IIE, RIXEEDOFTHY, ENOMEETH
Tedy, EEBciED, WeFLTRkEERCaEr ey, DEROE X 2K U
T, BRIt otci v, |

BLEO LT <h, KEL, B (L) efEdThilE, ToEAIT—EBRR
THoT

— 331 —



BEROEFRNTFE (DD CEH @D

TEDXFEEMET, thdTHERRS - TELR, WLIEELOB/FT S 5 2D
T, BT ES T, BUFCELE T, BOXKHTEEIE*—BRT, XD
WATRNZERIED, ASELOMME LI, ChiRX > THIFAELEDS
ik, bR Z s R,

KEFPBEHY . Y RACY, KEWBE, ERVEER, §—REB
t, R BREKN, HHER,

HERE, BEFHER, BEWHM, BB REZPRFEBEE, AREZE
o TIRGEIE, WA E, HEHK, BEH, EARENA, RHBERD™
BHARTE, BARE, BIEmER, B,
EERNEKAERB, AZKB. AR, PRETHEEN. REEDEEERK, L
FEREZ B,

The T’ai-wei Yii Yiian-kuei, the Kwuang-lu Chou Po-jen, the T ai-
Chang Hsieh Yu-yii and the T’ing-wei Huan Mao-lun --all of them
famous officials of the period - - saw him all day, and time after time
sighed [in admiration]. They unbosomed themselves and were in
perfect accord. When Wang Tao visited Srimitra, Srimitra would
loosen his belt and [informally] recline [at his ease]. They had
enlightened words with one another, and understood each other
marvelously well (i.e., each other’s feelings, etc. without expatiation/
expiation). At this time the Shang-shu ling Pien Wang-chih also was
on excellent terms with Srimitra. After a short time Pien Wang-
chih came [to visit Srimitra]. Srimitra then arranged his robes and
composed his features and, sitting upright, faced him. When asked
why he did this, Srimitra replied, “The Honorable Wang [Tao] in
meeting people comforts himself with the Tao; the [Shang-shul ling
Pien [Wang-chih] in contacting others follows the rules of decorum
(liu-: ’in studying things’). This is why [I acted] so.” All the honorable
gentlemen thereupon exclaimed [in amazed admiration] at the spon-

taneity and propriety of his spirit [according to the appropriateness
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of the occasion] and they all grasped [his reasons] for so acting.

The T’ing-wei Huan [Mao-lun] once wished to compose a laudatory
poem for Srimitra, yet he was unable to do so for a long time. Then
someone suggested that Shih-li-mi (érimitra) could be taken to mean
Cho Lang ‘Lofty and Brilliant’. On [hearing] this Huan Mao-lun
heaved a big sigh in approbation, and he thought this to be the best
of the [Chinese] renderings.
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When General Issimo Wang Ch’u ch’ung (var. Chung) was in Nan-
hsia he learned that several honorable gentlemen, among them Wang
and Chou, all felt that Srimitra would have great use [in the empire].
He suspected that they were mistaken in their judgement. When he
came to see Srimitra he was aroused and, filled with delight, rushed
towards him. Having seen him face to face, he wholly reverenced
him. Chou I was P'u-yeh, and by imperial command he was to select
[officers]. When he was about to do so and was passing by, he

2

visited Srimitra. “If this were a time of peace,” he exlaimed, “we
would absolutely have to select this worthy - - truly this would cause
no one to have regret!” Unexpectedly Cou I was put to death. Sri-
mitra then went to visit the orphans. He seated himself facing them
and recited three pieces of ‘barbarian’ hymns, the Indian sounds of
which mounted up to the clouds. Next, he chanted several thousand
words of spells. The sounds were high and clear, and his expression
did not change. In a moment, however, he wiped away his tears,
stopped weeping, and his spirit was as before. His experiencing of

sorrow and elation, loss and gain were all of this kind.
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The honorable Wang [Tao] once remarked to Srimitra, “Among
foreigners you, Sir, are the only Prince!” To which Srimitra replied,
“If it should be that I were a prince as you gentlemen, how should
I be able to be here today ?” People of that time considered this a
bon mot. Srimitra’s nature was noble and refined. He had not studied
Chinese. When honorable gentlemen conversed with him, although
Srimitra availed himself of a translator, yet like a god he grasped
the sense and instantly understood fully [the purport] of the words
before [they were translated]. None did not exclaim at his natural
endowment : his ability to comprehend was extraordinary.

Srimitra excelled in the arts of dhdarani. Those things
which formerly [he said would take place] were in every
case verified. Previously in the area east of the river
(Chiang-tung) there were as yet no methods of dharant (or
‘mantra’). Srimitra then translated the Kung-ch’iieh-wang
ching [Mahal-mayiiri-vidya-rdj#i, which explained various
supernatural dhdrni. He also taught his [?Chinese] disciple
Mi-li how to chant in a high voice the Indian hymns; the
[manner of] intonation of these has been transmitted to
the present. He died during the Hsien-Eang (335-343) era
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of the Chin. His springs and autumns were [more than
eighty. When the honorable gentlemen heard of this they

were sorrow-stricken, and their tears flowed.
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Huan Hsiian-wu frequently remarked that “when young
he had seen ‘Kao-tso’, and he praised his spirit as [of late]
excelling that of his former years.”
Wang Min of Lang-yeh, who had made Srimitra his teacher and
served under him, then composed a Hs# as follows:

“In the Spring and Autumn Period [the kings of] Ch’u
and Wu were called [by the Chinese of the old heartland
of China] Tzx ‘vicounts’, (the fourth grade of nobility).
The annalists [always] thought of China as first and
relegated the four I, ‘barbarians’ to a subordinate position.
Was this not because the [cultural] descendents of the
heritage transmitted from the Three Dynasties (Hsia,
Shang, Chou) practised in preference to the manners of
different foreign peoples, and because the nature of the
Jung and T7 (‘barbarians’) was such that they were avari-
cous and greedy, and were lacking in compassion and
forbearance? And yet men of transcendent abilities at
times are born among those [foreigners], and people of
talents which set them apart from the crowd occasionally
match them among [we Chinese] here. Therefore we may
know that Heaven bestows eminence and greatness. How
should this depend on (lit.,, ‘wait on”) being Chinese or
‘barbarian’?

Since the time of [the Spring and Autumn Period] only in
the generation of the Han was there [the ‘barbarian’] Chin
Mi-ti. Nevertheless, Chin Mi-ti’s excellence was realized
in the purity of his attainments in compassion, filial piety,
loyalty, sincerity, nobility of character, and trustworthi-
ness, and he was not worthy to be estimated for his intel-

— 325 —



BEEOERIIPIZE (D CFH @n

lectual and moral transcendence. Kao-tso’s heart, however,
had attained the very pinnacle and culmination [of moral
and intellectual perfection and freedom]. In his relations
with, and noble consideration of [others]?, he applied his
genius, and his demeanor and attitude were absolutely
brilliant, and surpassed by far [even Chin Mi-ti].”

[This passage is very difficult and the above translation is tentative;

it is also subject to several different interpretations; it reads]:

Since Srimitra always practiced the strict observances to the east
of Shih-tzu kang, therefore, after his death they buried him there.
Emperor Ch’eng out of affectionate regard for his virtuous influences
had a caitya built there for him. Later on there was a $ramana who
came in his travels from Kuan-yu to the capital. He then erected a
monastery at the site of the caitya. Hsieh K’'un (Kun) (var.hun)
aided in completing this work. [The imperial government] bestow
the posthumous distinction [out of regard for these] past events by
still calling it the ‘Monastery of Kao-tso.” (Hsieh K’'un made an eulogy
of his deeds and set out as a distinguished example, a resume of his
past career. The monasty is therefore still called Kao-tso ssa.)
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TR E R EAERAS A, WEMEEFHZ. REDSRERRR MR
= Ao HHHEAR, BUMUARER, BEOEZ, RO, WIKE, @&
WA, fREFES

BB AR . BIHEAY . BAERAIMAR L. BT,
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o REFFH,

_[Seng-ch’ieh-pa-ch’eng: Sanghabhadra]
Seng-ch’ieh-pa-ch’eng, which means [in Chinese] Chung-hsien (‘Ma-
nifestation of the Congregation’) [but see Demiéville, YCB, where it
should read Chung-hsien], Sanghabhadra, was a man of Kashmir.

Resolute, possessing a capacity that was profound and admirable, he
had successively sought out famous teachers, and under them he had
become fully conversant with the Tripitaka. He was widely read [as
well] in many [other] canonical works, and especially excelled in the
scriptures [containing lists of technical] enumerations. He could recite
by heart the A-p't-fan pi-po-sha, Abhidharma -vibhasa-[Sdastral; he
understood its marvelous purport from beginning to end. He always
had a penchant for roaming about, observing the customs and scenery,
and propagating the faith. In the seventeenth year of the Chien-yiian
era of Fu Chien (381 A.D.) he arrived in Kuan-chung. Prior to this
the canonical works of the Mahayina had not become extensively
known, and the study of the numerical categories of Dhyana had
enjoyed great popularity. But when he arrived in Ch’ang-an all hailed
him there as the ‘Master Craftsman of the Doctrine.” Fu Chien’s
Mi-shu lang Chao Cheng venerated the Great Law (.e.Mahdyina).
Having frequently heard that in foreign states people had taken as a
traditional authority, and had made an intensive study of the
Abhidharma-vibhasd, and that Sanghabhadra was able to chant it by
heart, he then reverently offered him the four provisions [for a monk]
(namely, clothing, victuals, bedding [or dwelling], medicine [or herbs]),
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and invited him to translate it from the Indic language. Accordingly,
together with Bhadanta Shih Tao-an, and others, at a congregation
of the Sasigha, he interpreted and explained the work. Sanghabhadra
recited the text of the scripture, and the foreign S$ramana T’an-mo-
nan-t’i acted as scribe and wrote it down in the Indic language.
Fo-t'u-lo-ch’a, Buddharaksa, then explained and interpreted it [in
Chinese] and $ramana Min-chih acted as scribe and wrote out the
Chinese version. The translation was made in the nineteenth year
of the Chien-yiian era of the Illegitimate Ch’in (383 A.D.) [the work
proceeded] from meng-hsia (summer, fifth moon) to chung-ch’iu (au-
tumn, eighth moon), at which time it was completed.

Previously Sanghabhadra had also reverently carried along with
him the Indian text of the P’o-hséi-mi. The next year (384 A.D.) Chao
Cheng again invited him to translate it. Three men, Sanghabhadra,
Dharmanandi, and Seng-ch’ieh-t’i-p’o, Sanghadeva, collaborated in
‘holding’ the Indic text and the Chinese §ramana Fo-nien interpreted
and explained it; Hui-sung (var,) acted as scribe, and Reverent [Tao]-
an and Fa-ho collaborated in collating and determining the final
version. Because of this these two scriptures have circulated and
been transmitted to scholars down to the present.

Sanghabhadra left the common class of men far behind in the
rectitude, high-mindedness, humility, and purity of his virtuous ob-
servance of the precepts. The Sangha of Kuan-chung took him as a
model and imitated him. We do not know where he died later on.

(Buddharaksa)

We do not know from what country Buddharaksa hailed. By his
virtuous deeds he had become pure and unblemished; he was thoro-
ughly read in the canonical scriptures, and had traveled about for a
long time in the ‘Central Land’ (China). He was well trained in the
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Chinese language. The texts which he interpreted and explained
from the Indian language were esteemed in the time of the Fu [clan].

BN
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