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[Chu T’an-mo-lo-ch’a: Dharmaraksa]

Chu T’an-mo-lo-ch’a, which means [in Chinese] Fa-hu (“Protected
by the Law”, Dharmaraksa), had for ancestors men of the Yiieh-chih.
His original surname was the clan name Chih (an ethnikon, the
“Indoscythian”). For generations his family had lived in the Tun
huang Commandery. At the age of eight years he left his family
[to become a monk], taking as his teacher, and serving, the foreign
Sramana Chu Kao-tso. He could recite by heart daily a myriad words
of scripture, and what once passed his eyes he was able [to repeat].
Heaven had endowed him with a nature that was pure and admirable,

and in his conduct he was zealous and austere. He had intense
determination and was fond of study. He went a myriad /Z to seek
out a teacher. Because [of his zeal] he became widely read in the
[Chinese] six classics, and set his heart aroaming in the seven
treatises. Though people in the society of his day who held responsible
positions might slander or flatter him, he never would be prejudiced
by this.
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¥o MELIBAE AR, KHEER, F1rEEh, BEEATLIRMPES. #2T,

In the generation of Chin Wu-ti (265-290), at this time although the
monasteries and the [Buddhist] portraits and images were esteemed
in the capital and its environs, yet the deep scriptures of the Vaipulya
(Mahdayana expanded texts) were hidden away beyond the Pamirs.
Dharmaraksa then magnamimously summoned up his ardor and set
his heart on propagating the Great Way, and so accompanying his
teacher he went to the Western Regions. They traveled through
all the kingdoms. Dharmaraksa had completely learned thirty-six
different foreign languages (i.e. all the languages of the 36 traditional
countries of the Western Regions) as well as their scripts. He had a
thorough and comprehensive knowledge of the interpretation of clas-
sical philology. As for the pronunciation, meanings, and forms of the
graphs - - there were none that he did not wholly recognize, Thus when
he returned to China he consequently reverently carried back with him
a great number of Indian scriptures. As he was en route from Tun-
huang to Ch’ang-an, along the way he translated and wrote out [some
of ] these into the Chinese language, Those texts which he had
obtained, including the Hsien-chieh (Bhadrakalpika-sitra), the Cheng-
fa-hua (Saddharmapundarika), and the Kuang-tsan (Pasica-vimsati-
sahasrika-siitra), amounted to one hundred and sixty-five works. He
was unflagging in what he was devoted to, considering only the
propagation and spread [of Buddhism] to be his proper task. His
entire life was spent in writing and in translating, and in this labor
he was indefatigable. That the s#tras and the Dharma spread ex-
tensively in China is due to the efforts of Dharmaraksa.
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In the latter years of Chin Wu-ti, Dharmaraksa stayed in seclusion
deep in the mountains. In these mountains there was a clear rivulet
from which [the monks there] always drew their water for bathing
and drinking. Later, there were gatherers of firewood who defiled
the sides of the water. Suddenly it dried up. Dharmaraksa then
walked back and forth sighing, “People who are lacking in virtue,”
he said, “have caused this clear spring to stop flowing. If this water
were perpetually to be exhausted, truly we will have no means to
provide for ourselves. We will just have to move away.” When he
stopped speaking, the spring gushed forth filling up the [dry bed] of
the rivulet. Such [mysteries] as this were wrought by the evocation
of his unfathomable sincerity.
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Hence, Chih Tun composed an eulogy for his portrait

which read:

The Venerable [Chu Fa-] hu (Dharmaraksa) has ascended

into quiescence (nirvana);

His Way and Virtue were a source [of wisdom], wholly

admirable;

Mysteriously he commanded the deep gorge

And from the desiccated spring he [obtained] water to

rinse his mouth.

Alas! Irrecoverably gone is the Venerable [Chu Fa-] hu;

Heaven endowed him with greatness and gentleness;

He hathed his feet in [burning deserts of] the Flowing

Sands.

And understood how to draw forth the tenets of the

profound principles!

Later on [Dharmaraksa] erected a monastery outside Ch’ing-men
in Ch’ang-an. He strenuously and diligently practiced the doctrine.
Thereupon his virtuous influence spread afar and his renown, which
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overshadowed [his age, extended] to the four distances. His followers
among the monks numbered several thousands, and he was served by
all of them as their patriarch. When Chin Hui-ti was forced to go
west [to Ch’ang-an in or about 304], the Area Within the Passes was
unsettled and in turmoil, and the common people were uprooted and
drifted about. In order to avoid [the political upheaval of] this area,
Dharmaraksa together with his disciples went down to the east
[towards Loyang]. When he arrived at Min-ch’ih [near Loyang] he
fell ill and died. His springs and autumns were seventy eight.

(3R]
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Later Sun Ch'o composed the Tao-hsien lun. In this he compared
seven Indian monks with the seven [Chinese] sages of the bamboo
grove, and matched Dharmaraksa with Shan Chii-y{ian(205-283). This
Critical Estimate states:

The Venerable [Chu Fa-] hu’s virtue was such that it could
be taken as an ideal prototype for [all] things;
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[Shan] Chii-yiian’s standing was so elevated that he could
critically discuss the Tao;
The virtue and mode of life of these two venerables was
exalted and far-reaching,
And it was adequate to be transmitted to later men [as a
noble example] !
The esteem which later generations bestowed on [Dhar-

maraksa] was [in every case] similar to this.
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In [Dharmaraksa’s] time there was [also] the ‘pure believer’ (lay
devotee), Nieh Ch’eng-yiian. Gifted with a brilliant intelligence, pos-
sessing [many] talents, earnest in his aspirations, he was devoted to
the doctrine. When Dharmaraksa was translating the scriptures, on
many occasions he aided him in correcting the [Chinese] texts and
phrases. [For example] the earlier translation of the Ch'ao-jih ming
ching was extremely troublesome [to read], and was very repetitious.
Nieh Ch’eng-yiian abridged and corrected the text and the wverses;
this two scroll version is now circulating. His detailed editing was
in every case of this sort. Nieh Ch’eng-yiian had a son, Tao-chen,
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who also was proficient in Indic studies. The sentences of these two
gentlemen - - father and son - - were elegant and facile, and [their
revisions made it possible for readers] to have no impediments in
[understanding] the ancient [translations].

There also were such men as Chu Fa-shou, Ch’en Shih-lun, Sun
Po-hu, and Y Shih-ya, who collectively received [instructions in] the
purport of the [holy scriptures] from Chu Fa-Hu (Dharmaraksa).
They held the brush (acted as scribes) and in detail collated the texts.
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The Venerable [Shih Tao] an has said:

“If we make a careful examination of the translations
put out by the Venerable Dharmaraksa, we find that the
subject matter and the major principles which were writ-
ten by the venerable’s own hands are certainly correct.
Although, in general, the siitras which he translated do not
excell in the marvelous expression of literary charm and
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clarity, yet they grandly attain [the basic purport, and

this in itself is] a cause for elation. He especially excelled
[in presenting] the birthless [doctrine, i.e. Buddhism7] and,
relying on the wisdom [of the siitras], he did not add
adornment. Simple they are, but they are close to the

texts.”

He was [always] praised in this fashion. Dharmaraksa’s family had
for generations lived in Tun-huang, and by the time that he died
(add w.Ming ed.) the virtuous influence of his teaching had spread
everywhere. People of that time all spoke of him as the ‘Bodhisattva
from Tun-huang.
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