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Po-yiian
Po-yiian, style, Fa-tsu, originally had the surname Wan. He was a
native of Ho-nei. His father [Wan] Wei-ta had achieved renown
because of his Confucian learning and refinement. [Though offered
administrative positions in charge of] Chou and Fu, he declined these
appointments and in no case would he go [to accept them]. When
Fa-tsu was a youth he was disposed towards religious life. He requested
that his father allow him to go forth from his home [to become a monk],
and his expressions and reasoning were very cogent. As his father
was not able to break his resolve, he consequently ‘changed his garb’
and followed the Way. Fa-tsu’s talents and thoughts were superior
and penetrating; in his quickness at grasping things and perspicacity
he excelled all others. He recited by heart daily eight or nine thousand
words of the siitras. In his studies he had savored the thousand words
of the sitras. In his studies he had savored the Vaipulya (Mahayana
scriptures), and had marvelously entered into their mysteries and
subtilities. He had an extensive knowledge of the secular lore of the
ancients. He then built a vihdre and took as his proper task the
elucidation and practice [of Buddhism]. Those who honored him as
their patriarch and received [instructions from him7 both of the laity
and religious numbered almost a thousand persons. In the latter years
of Chin Hui-ti, Prime Minister Yung, the Prince of Ho-chien, was
guarding the Area Within the Passes (Kuan-chung). He had a humble
heart, and reverenced and respected [Fa-tsul; he rendered him the
reverence due a teacher and friend. Whenever there was a tranquil
morning or a quiet night he would discuss the Way and its Virtue
with him. At this time the western court (at Ch’ang-an) had just
been established, and the [magistrates] of eminent ability there were
very numerous. Gentlemen of eloquence all acknowledged the superi-
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ority of his far-reaching intelligence.
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When Fa-tsu saw that men of daring were about to set on one another
with sword and shield, he wished to withdraw to the Right of Lung
in order to safeguard his integrity. Just at this time it happened that
Chang Fu, as the Governor of Ch'in-chu (Easten Kansu), [was setting
off] to Lung-shang. Fa-tsu [therefore] went along with him. Because
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Fa-tsu’s fame and virtue were extraordinarily well-known, and he was
regarded with reverence by the masses, Chang-Fu wished to make
him ‘change his garb’ [and return to lay life] as his own official
assistant. Fa-tsu held fast to his resolve and would not change. From
this there resulted [mutual] dissatisfaction [between the two men].
Prior to this there was a man of [Ch’in] chou, a certain Kuan Fan
who had been defeated in debate on several occasions by Fa-tsu. He
deeply cherished his resentment and time after time he would slander
him [before Chang Fu]. When Fa-tsu reached Ch’ien District he sud-
denly said to his religious followers and disciples, “In a few days my
confrontation [with the results of my past karman and my consequent
death] will arrive.” He then took leave of them, wrote a letter, and
finished by distributing all of his scriptures, images and property. The
next morning he went to Chang Fu and they talked together. Suddenly
[what he said] offended Chang Fu. Chang Fu had them seize him to
administer punishment. The crowd all marveled and were distressed
by this. “I have come here.” Fa-tsu said, “to bring to an end [a debt
of karman] by confronting [the fruits of my past faults]; this came
about long ago in my former life; it isn’t a matter just of the present.”
He then cried out to the Buddhas of the ten realms. As Fa-tsu in his
former embodiment had by a crime brought about this affinity [with
Chang Fu], he was delighted to end it by confronting [him], and he
made a vow (pranidhana) that henceforth he and Chang Fu would
[aid one another in the faith through their] excellent knowledge [of
their past and future mutual affinities] and that he would not cause
him to suffer [retribution at his hands] for having slain another.
They then flogged him fifty times, and in a short while he was dead.
When Chang Fu afterwards learned the full details of this affair, he

felt great remorse.
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Previously the fame of Fa-tsu’s presentation of the doctrine had spread
in Kuan and Lung, and the [tribes] in the area to the right of Mount
Yao and the Han [Valley Pass] all reverenced him as though he were
a god. The barbarians and the Chinese were grief stricken and, as
they went about their way, their tears flowed. The Ch’iang barbarians
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of Lung-shang [in the mean time] had come, leading five thousand
picked cavalry with the intent of welcoming Fa-tsu’s return to the
west. When they learned en route that he had been-slain, they la-
mented and regreted that they did not arrive in time. The whole
troop became outraged and indignant, and wished to requite their
indignation for [the murder] of Fa-tsu. Shang Fu sent troops up to
Lung. The Ch’iang barbarians led their light cavalry and opposed
them in battle. At this time [Feng Shan’s] old Chang-hsia-tu, Fu Cheng
there upon because of his anger, beheaded Chang Fu. Since the hordes
of barbarians had avenged their anger and humilation, they called
it quits and returned. They together divided up Fa-tsu’s remains
and each raised up stiipas.
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Chang Fu’s courtesy name was Shih-wei. He was a native of Nan-yang,
a descendant of Chang Heng. Although he possessed talent and
understanding, yet he was tyrannical beyond all reason. Without good
cause he slew Feng Shang, T’ai-shou of T’ien-shui. The common
people, becoming suspicious and appalled at this, consequently rose in
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revolt and beheaded him. Kuan Fan also in the end because of his
perverse inclinations came to be ruined.
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Still a little later there was a man with the surname Li and the given
name T’ung, who had died and come back to life. “I saw the Master
of the Dharma Fa-tsu” so he said, “in the abode of King Yama. He
was there elucidating the Sé#arangame [samadhi] sitra for the king.
He said that after his elucidation was ended he would go to the
Heavens of the Thirty-three Gods (frayastrim$as). He also saw there
the libationer Wang Fu, otherwise known as the Taoist teacher Chi
Kung-tz'u who, with his neck manacled and hands and feet fettered,
begged Fa-tsu [to accept] his confession of sin.”

Long ago in the ordinary days [prior to his fallng out with Chang
Ful Fa-tsu had frequently contested with Wang Fu about heterodoxy
and orthodoxy. Since Wang Fu had repeatedly been defeated he was
unable to bear this, he then wrote the Scripture of Lao-tzu’s Conversion
of the Barbarians (Lao-tzu hua-hu ching). This he did in order to
slander and vilify the Buddhist doctrine ‘Evil will find out its source’;
therefore, having died, he then longed to repent.
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Sun Ch’o’s Critical Estimate of Worthies of the Way (Tao-hsien lun)
compares Fa-tsu with Chi K’ang. The Critical Estimate says:
“Po Tsu’s (Fa-tsu) rift [with Chang Fu] commenced with
Kuan Fan;
Chung San’s (Shi K’ang ?) calamity started with Chung
Hui;
These two worthies both may be considered as having
surpassingly excellent spirits;
They were [nevertheless] ignorant of considerations of the
plots [of others] against their persons;
They brought their minds to rest on transmundane things;
Taking the world lightly (text: read w. Ming), they
welcomed disasters;

"’

Really they were almost the same
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As Fa-tsu was widely read and very well trained, he had an excellent
understanding of the Chinese and Indic languages. He had made
translations of three works, namely, the Wei-tai, the Ti-tzu pen [ch'i]
(3eds add; CST lacks), and the Wu-pu seng sitras. He also wrote an
annotation to the S#rangama [samddhi] siatra (Shou-leng-yen ching).
It is also said that, apart from these, he translated several works of
Hinayana scriptures, but that in the course of the political upheavals
of the time these wered scattered and lost and their titles are

unknown.
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Fa-tsu had a younger brother, Fa-tso. Also when [still] a youth he
had an excellent reputation. He was invited to become an Erudite,
but he would not go [to accept it]. He left his home (pravrajiia) at
the age of twenty-five. He had a profound comprehension of Buddhist
principles, and made a name for himself in Kuan and Lung. At that
time the Governor of Liang-chou, Chang Kuang, [knew that] Fa-tso’s
elder brother had been slain by Chang Fu becaue he was unwilling
to ‘change his garb’ [and return to lay life]. Chang Kuang also
coerced Fa-tso by ordering him to put an end to his religious vocation.
Fa-tso held to his resolution, and made a vow that he would absolutely
maintain his purity even if this meant his death. Thereupon he was
put to death by Chang Kuang. His springs and autumns were fifty
and seven.

He annotated the Fang-kuang ching, and wrote the Disquisation
Elucidating the Fundamental Principle (Hsien-tsung lun), etc.

Chang Kuang’s courtesy name was Ching-wu. He was a man -of
Chiang-hsia. Later he was put under siege at the foot of [Mount]
Wu-tu (Kansu, west of District) by his enemy, Yang Nan. In a fit of
frustration, he died.
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In the time of Chin Hui-ti’s generation, there was also the Updsaka,
Wei Shih-tu. He translated the Tao-hsing po-jo ching in two scrolls.
Wei Shih-tu by origin was a man of Chi Commandery in Ssu-chou.
Although born in obscurity in a poor family, he was satisfied with
poverty and found delight in the doctrine; for lu-ch’en. He always took
the Buddhist Law to heart. On the day that he passed away, he
purified himself, bathed, rinsed his mouth, and recited more than a
thousand words of the scriptures. Afterwards he drew his garment
over his body, lay down [like the Buddha in parinirvanal and in a

moment expired.
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